
November 2008 
 
 CURRICULUM VITA 
 
I.  PERSONAL 
 
 Name  Michael Edelstein 
 
 Home  5 Soundview Drive 
   Larchmont NY 10538 
   Tel. No. 914-833-0350 
 
 Office  Department of Economics 
   Queens College & The Graduate School 
   City University of New York 
   Flushing NY 11367 
   Tel. No. 718-997-5455 
   Fax No.  718-997-5466 
   E-Mail   michael.edelstein@qc.cuny.edu 
 
II.  EDUCATION 
 
 A.B.   (History) University of Chicago, 1962  
 A.M.   (Economics) University of Chicago, 1964 
 Ph.D.  (Economic History) University of Pennsylvania, 1970  
 
III.  EMPLOYMENT 
 
 Instructor, University of Pennsylvania, 1968-69 
 Lecturer, Columbia University, 1968-70 
 Assistant Professor, Columbia University, 1971-74 
 Visiting Assistant Professor, Stanford University, 1973 
 Assistant Professor, Queens College, CUNY, 9.1.74-8.31.78 
 Associate Professor, Queens College, CUNY, 1.1.78-12.31.82 
 Associate Professor with Tenure, Queens College, CUNY, 9.1.78 
 Visiting Associate Professor, Columbia University, 1975-1982 
 Visiting Associate Professor, Yale University, 1980 
 Associate Professor, The Graduate School, CUNY, 1981-1982 
 Professor, Queens College and The Graduate School, CUNY, 1.1.83- 
 Visiting Professor, Columbia University, 1983-1991 
 Chair of Economics, Queens College, CUNY, 9.1.92-8.31.98 
 Visiting Professor, Harvard University, Fall 1994 
 Acting Dean of Social Science, Queens College, CUNY, 9.1.96-8.31.97 
 Acting Chair, Department of Economics, Queens College, CUNY, Fall Term 2000 
 
IV. FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 
Dissertation Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania, 1967-68 
Eileen Power Memorial Studentship, London School of Economics, 1967-68 
Columbia University Social Science Research Council, Summer, 1971 
Visiting Research Fellow, Institute for Advanced Study, Australian National University, 1986 
Christian A. Johnson Lecturer in Economics, Colby College, January 2000 
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V. PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 
 
Editorial Board, Journal of Economic History, 1985-1990 
Editorial Board, Australian Economic History Review, 1988-97 
Co-Chairperson, Columbia University Seminar in Economic History, 1973-5, 1978-9, 1981-2, 1983-4, 1988-9, 1998-

2001; Member, 1969- 
Member, Columbia University Seminar on the Political Economy of War and Peace, 1970- 
Chair, Audit Committee, Economic History Association, 2001- 
Member, Nominating Committee, Economic History Association, 1983-4, 1992-3, 1994-5 
Co-Chairperson, Dissertation Committee for 1985 Meetings, Economic History Association USA), 1984 
Chairperson, Program Committee for 1984 Meetings, Economic History Association (USA), 1984 
Member, Committee on Research in Economic History, Economic History Association (USA), 1979-81 
Member, AER Archives Committee, American Economic Association, 1980 
Member, Screening Committee, Western European Dissertation Fellowship Program, Social Science Research Council, 

1974-77 
Member, American Economic Association 
Member, Economic History Association (USA) 
Member, Economic History Society (UK) 
 
VI.  PUBLICATIONS 
 
 Books 
 
Overseas Investment in the Age of High Imperialism:  The U.K., 1850-1914.  (New York: Columbia University Press; 

London: Methuen; 1982) 
  
 Articles 
 
"Bias and Rigidity in the U.K. Capital Market, 1870-1913," in  D. N. McCloskey (ed.), Essays on a Mature Economy 

(London: Methuen, 1971.  Princeton, Princeton University, 1971). 
 
"The Determinants of U.K. Investment Abroad, 1870-1913:  The U.S. Case," Journal of Economic History, December 

1974 
 
"Comparative Economic History: Promises and Problems," (with R.T. Rapp), Journal of European Economic History, 

Spring 1975. 
 
"International Flows-Discussion,"  Journal of Economic History, March 1976. 
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"Realized Rates of Return on U.K. Home and Overseas Portfolio Investments in the Age of High Imperialism, 
"Explorations in Economic History,  Summer 1976. 

 
"U.K. Savings in the Age of High Imperialism and After, "American  Economic Review, February 1977. 
 
The Economic Impact of Military Spending (New York: Council on Economic Priorities, 1977).  Reprinted in The 

Corporate  Examiner and Public Interest Economics, 1977. 
 
"Money, Banking and Finance - Discussion," Journal of Economic History, March 1980. 
 
"Foreign Investment and Empire, 1860-1914," in R.C. Floud & D.N. McCloskey (eds.), The Economic History of 

Britain Since 1700, Vol. 2, 1860 to the 1970s (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1981). 
 
"New Research on the British Empire - Discussion," Journal of Economic History, March 1982. 
 
"Doctoral Dissertations - Discussion," Journal of Economic History, June 1986. 
 
"Some Speculation on the Connections between French Foreign Investment and Demographic Change, 1850-1913`, in 

W. Fischer et al (eds.), The Emergence of a World Economy 1500-1914.  Papers of the IX International 
Congress of Economic History (Weisbaden: Franz Steiner Verlag, 1986). 

 
The Flow of New, Tertiary Qualified Engineers in Australia 1866-1980 (Canberra: Source Paper No. 18, Department of 

Economic History, The Australian National University, 1988). 
 
"Professional Engineers and the Australian Economy, 1866-1980," Ch. 13 in David Pope and Lee Alston (eds.), 

Australia's Greatest Asset (Annandale NSW: The Federation Press, 1989). Also Australian Economic History 
Review, September 1988. 

 
"What Price Cold War? Military Expenditures and Private Investment in the United States, 1890-1980,"  Cambridge 

Journal of Economics, December 1990. 
 
"Were U. S. Rates of Accumulation in the 20th Century Investment or Savings Driven?"  Research in Economic 

History, 1991. 
 
"Foreign Investment and Accumulation, 1860-1914," Ch. 7 in R. C. Floud and D.N. McCloskey (eds.), The Economic 

History of Britain since 1700. Vol. 2: 1860-1939. 2nd Edition. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1994). 

 
"Imperialism: cost and benefit," Ch. 8 in R. C. Floud and D.N. McCloskey (eds.), The Economic History of Britain 

since 1700. Vol. 2: 1860-1939. 2nd Edition. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994). 
 
"Comments on World War II and the growth of the U. S. federal government by Hugh Rockoff," Japan and the World 

Economy, Vol. 11, No. 2, 1999, 263-266. 



CURRICULUM VITA 
 
 4

"War and the American Economy in the Twentieth Century," Ch. 6 in Stanley L. Engerman and Robert E. (eds.), The 
Cambridge Economic History of the United States. Volume III. The Twentieth Century. New York NY: 
Cambridge University Press, 2000. Pp. 329-406. 

 
"The Size of the U.S. Armed Forces during World War II: Feasibility and War Planning," Research in Economic 

History, Vol. 20, 2001, 47-98. 
 
“Was Adherence to the Gold Standard a “Good Housekeeping Seal of Approval” during the Interwar Period,” Ch. 10 

in Stanley L. Engerman, Philip T. Hoffman, Jean-Laurent Rosenthal, and Kenneth L. Sokoloff (eds.), Finance, 
Intermediaries, and Economic Development. New York NY: Cambridge University Press, 2003.  Pp. 288-318. 

 
 “International Transactions and Foreign Commerce,” in Chapter Ee (“International Trade and Exchange Rates”) of 

Historical Statistics of the United States. Earliest Times to the Present Millennial Edition. Vol. 5. Part E: 
Governance and International Relations. Cambridge UK & New York NY: Cambridge University Press, 
2006. Pps. 441–444; 452–497. 

 
 REVIEWS 
 
The Royal Exchange Assurance by Barry Supple, Journal of Economic History, December 1972. 
 
Essays in Quantitative Economic History, ed. by R. Floud, Journal of European Economic History, Spring 1975. 
 
Money and Empire: The International Gold Standard, 1890-1914 by M. de Cecco, Journal of Economic History, 

December 1975. 
 
Inflation Growth and International Finance, by Sir Alex Cairncross, Journal of Economic History, June 1977. 
 
Great Britain and Her World, 1750-1914: Essays in Honor of W.O.Henderson, ed. by B.M. Ratcliffe, Business History 

Review, Fall 1977. 
 
Business Imperialism, 1840-1930, Ed. by D.C.M. Platt, Journal of Economic History, December 1978. 
 
British Overseas Investment, 1918-1931, by John M. Atkin, Journal of Economic History, September 1979. 
 
The First Scottish Limited: 1865-1895, by P.L. Payne, Journal of Economic History, March 1982. 
 
The Growth of British Industry, by A.E. Musson, Journal of European Economic History, Spring 1982. 
 
European Direct Investment in the USA before WWI by Peter J. Buckley & Brian R. Roberts, Journal of Economic 

History, March 1982. 
  
The Victorian Economy, by Francois Crouzet, Journal of Economic Literature, December 1983. 
 
Enterprise and Trade in Victorian Britain, by D. N. McCloskey, Journal of European Economic History, Winter 1983. 
 
British Economic Growth, 1856-1973, by R.C.O. Matthews, C.H. Feinstein & J.C. Odling-Smee, Journal of European 

Economic History, Spring 1985. 
 
Foreign Finance in Continental Europe and the USA, 1815-1870. Quantities, Origins, Functions and Distribution, by 

D.C.M. Platt, Economic History Review, August 1985. 
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British Manufacturing Investment Overseas by D. Shephard, A. Silberston & R. Strange, Journal of Economic History, 
March 1987. 

 
Migration in a Mature Economy: Emigration and Internal Migration in England and Wales, 1861-1901 by Dudley 
 Baines, Economic History Review, August 1987. 
 
Britain's Prime and Britain's Decline by Sidney Pollard, Journal of Economic History, December 1989. 
 
Mountains of Debt. Crisis and Change in Renaissance Florence, Victorian Britain, and Postwar America by Michael 

Veseth, Journal of Economic History, June 1992. 
 
Japanese Government Loan Issues on the London Capital Market 1870-1913 by Toshito Suzuki, Economic History 

Review, February 1996. 
 
Beating Plowshares into Swords. The Political Economy of American Warfare. 1606-1865 by Paul A. C. Koistinen, 

Journal of Economic History, September 1998. 
 
Economic Growth in Europe Since 1945 edited by Nicholas Crafts and Gianni Toniolo, Business History Review, 

Spring 1999. 
 
The Global Export of Capital from Great Britain, 1865-1914: A Statistical Survey by Irving Stone, EH.NET, November 

1999. 
 
British Imperialism 1688-2000 by P. Cain & A. G. Hopkins, Journal of Economic History, June 2003. 
 
Immigrant Jewish Entrepreneurship in New York and London 1880-1914 by A. Godley, Business History, October 

2003. 
 
The History of Foreign Investment in the United States, 1914-1945, by Mira Wilkins, EH.NET, February 2005. 
 
 
VII. UNPUBLISHED PAPERS, DISCUSSIONS, AND REVIEWS. 
 
"Futures Market Disruptions, Exchange Governance, and Exchange Settlement," Ms., 33 pp., March 1982. 
 
"Mammon and the Pursuit of Empire - A Discussion," Ms., 15 pp., May 1983, presented to the All-University of 

California Conference in Economic History, May 12-14, 1983, Santa Barbara, California. 
 
"The City vs. Industry - A Discussion," presented to: "The Decline of the British Economy: Lessons for U.S. 

Industrial Policy," Boston University, September 31 - October 1, 1983, Ms. 10 pp., October 1983. 
 
"Development in the Age of Imperialism: Britain and India - A Discussion," presented to the All-University of 

California Conference in Economic History, April 28-30, 1989, La Jolla, California. 
 
"Paths of Progress - A Discussion," presented to the Conference on Capitalism and Social Progress (The Max Hartwell 

Symposium), University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Virginia, October 12-13, 1990. 
 
"Canadian Macroeconomics - A Discussion," presented to the 17th Conference on the Use of Quantitative Methods in 

Canadian Economic History, Queens's University, Kingston Ontario, November 9-10, 1990. 
 
 “The production of engineers in New York colleges and universities, 1800-1950: some new data,” forthcoming in a 

Festschrift for S. L. Engerman, Cambridge University Press, 2009. 
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VIII. RECENT AND FORTHCOMING SEMINARS 
 
"The Size of the U. S. Armed Forces During WWII", paper given to Department of Economics Seminar, Queens 

College, November 16, 1995; the Economic History Workshop, Harvard, February 2, 1996; Seminar in 
Applied Economics, Graduate School, CUNY, February 20, 1996; Economic History Workshop, UCLA, 
February 29, 1996; Workshop in Economic History, Northwestern, April 17, 1997. 

 
"School Trained Engineers in New York State, 1830-1950", Christian A. Johnson Lecture, Colby College, January 18, 

2000. 
 
"The production of engineers in New York College and Universities, 1800-1950: Some New Data." Presented at the 

Rochester Conference in honor of Stanley Engerman: "Factor Endowments, Labor and Economic Growth in 
the Americas," June 2001.  Also presented at seminars at Columbia, Northwestern, Virginia, Queen's 
University, and the Graduate School, CUNY. 

 
Invited Lecturer, Economics 703, Introduction to Economic History, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, Feb. 23 

and April 27, 2007. 
 
Invited Discussant , “Political Economy of Reading,” Economic History Seminar, U. of Pennsylvania, April 6, 
2007. 
 
. 
 
IX. CURRENT RESEARCH 
 
"Professional Engineering in United States Economic Growth, 1850-1950", funded by PSC-CUNY (Grant No. 

669398), July 1989; Department of Economics, Queens College, 2005.   
 
 
X. RECENT CONFERENCE ACTIVITY 
 
Mini-Conference on the Great Depression.  The Center for Monetary and Financial History, Department of Economics, 

Rutgers University.  New Brunswick, February 15, 1993. 
 
Chair, Session IV: Intermediation, Foreign Investment, and Financial Integration at the Conference on Anglo-American 

Finance: Financial Markets and Institutions in 20th Century North America and the U.K.  The Stern School of 
Business, New York University.  New York, December 10, 1993. 

 
Discussant, Session 3B: Government Policies, Distribution, and Economic Growth. 1994 Meetings of the Economic 

History Association. Hyatt Regency Cincinnati, Cincinnati OH, October 7-9, 1994. 
 
Participant, Estimating Soviet Military Power 1950 to 1984.  Charles Warren Center for Studies in American History, 

Harvard University, and Center for the Study of Intelligence, Central Intelligence Agency, December 2-3, 
1994. 

 
Mini-Conference on Argentina. The Center for Monetary and Financial History, Department of Economics, Rutgers 

University. New Brunswick, February 20, 1995. 
 
Discussant, Session on Trade Theory, Economic History and the Emergence of the Modern World Economy, 1996 
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AEA Meetings, San Francisco CA, January 5, 1996. 
 
Chair & Discussant, Session on "Comparative Regional Development in the U. S. in the 19th and 20th Centuries", 1997 

AHA Meetings, New York NY, January 3, 1997. 
 
Chair & Discussant, Session on "Historical Perspectives on Current Issues of Economic Preferences", 1998 AEA 
Meetings, Chicago IL, Jan. 3, 1998. 
 
Discussant, Conference on "Economic Development: An Historical Perspective", 14th Annual Japan-U.S. Symposium, 

Center for Japan-U.S. Business and Economic Studies, Stern School of Business, New York University, New 
York NY, March 27, 1998.  Comment on "World War II and the Growth of the Federal Government" by 
Hugh Rockoff (Rutgers). 

 
Discussant, Session on "Regions and Economic Development in North America", 1998 EHA Meetings, Duke 

University, September 27, 1998.  Comment on "After the War Boom: Reconversion on the Pacific Coast, 
1943-1949") by Paul Rhode. 

 
Presenter & Discussant, Symposium in Honor of Lance E. Davis, California Institute of Technology, Pasadena CA, 

November 6-8, 1998.  Presenter, "Was Adherence to the Gold Standard a "Good Housekeeping Seal of 
Approval" during the Interwar Period", with Michael Bordo and Hugh Rockoff.  Discussant, "The Birth of the 
Paris Bourse and the Origins of French Securities Markets 1724-1814" by Eugene N. White. 

 
Discussant, Session on "Lessons from the Late Nineteenth Century International Economy", 1999 AEA Meetings, New 

York City, January 4, 1999.  Comment on "Global capital markets. Integration, crisis, and growth" by Alan 
Taylor (Northwestern). 

 
Presenter, "The Size of the U. S. Armed Forces during WWI: Feasibility and War Planning," presented to the 

Economic History Association, Los Angeles CA, September 8, 2000. 
 
Discussant, Session on “Regional Transformations,” presented to the Joint Meetings of the Business History 

Conference and the European Business History Association, Lowell, MA, June 28, 2003.  Comments on 
papers by Peter Scott & Peter Welsh, Karel Davids, and Jan Jornmark. 

 
Chair, Session on “Productivity in Europe and the United States,” EHA Annual Meeting, San Jose CA, September 12, 
 2004. 
 
Participant, “The New Comparative Economic History, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs and the David 
 Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University, November 4-5, 2005. 
 
Discussant, Session on “The Economic History of Banking and Insurance,” AEA Annual Meetings, Boston MA, 

January 7, 2006. 
 
Discussant, “From Coeds to Careers:  Social Norms and the Unexpected Transformation of Women’s Higher 

Education” by Stacey Jones , Economic History Association Meetings, Austin TX, September, 2007. 
 
Discussant, “Just How Good An Investor was Keynes,” EHA & CLIO Sessions for the ASSA Meetings, New 

Orleans, LA, January, 2008. 
 
XI. RECENT SERVICE AS REFEREE 
 
 Journal of Economic History 
 Economic Journal 
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 Explorations in Economic History 
 Economic History Review 
 Journal of Interdisciplinary History 
 Oxford Economic Papers 
 Agricultural History 
 Japan and the World Economy 
 Cambridge University Press 
 Oxford University Press 
 Edward Elgar Publishers 
 MIT Press 
 Yale University Press 
 
XII.  SERVICE TO QUEENS COLLEGE AND CUNY 
 
Advisor, Prospective Economics Majors, 1974. 
Advisor, Registration, Fall, 1975; Spring, 1977; Fall, 1979; Fall, 1980. 
Advisor, Graduate Economics and Business Schools, 1975-6, 1982-3. 
Member, Curriculum Committee, QC Department of Economics, 1975-1992. 
Economics Department Representative, Teacher Evaluation, QC Secondary Education Department, 1975, 1976. 
Advisor, Tutorials and Honors, QC Department of Economics, 1977-1992. 
Member, Historical Documents Committee, Queens College, 1978-1980. 
Member, Economics Review Panel, University Committee on Research, CUNY, 1979, 1981, 1982. 
Chairman, Committee to Revise Macroeconomic Theory Sequence, QC Department of Economics, 1980-1981. 
Member, Personnel and Budget Committee, QC Department of Economics, 1980-81, 1982-3, 1983-98, 2004- 
Member, Finance Committee, QC Self Study for Middle States Accreditation, April 1986. 
Alternate Delegate, QC Academic Senate, 1986-1988. 
Acting Assistant Chairperson, QC Department of Economics, 1987-1988. 
Member, Task Force on Teacher Preparation, Queens College, 1988. 
Member, QC Five-Year Planning Committee on Academic Program and Support Service Review, 1987. 
Chair, QC Department of Economics, 1992-98. 
Member, Executive Committee, Queens College Personnel and Budget Committee, 1992-1993. 
Chair, QC Five-Year Planning Committee on Facilities, 1993-4. 
Member, Committee of Six on College Tenure and Promotions, Queens College Personnel and Budget Committee, 

1993-1994, 1994-5, 1997-8 
Member, QC Retrenchment Committee, 1995 
Member, QC Committee of Chairs, Presidential Interviews, 1995 
Member, Ad Hoc Appeals Committee, Office of the Associate Provost, Graduate School, CUNY, May 1995. 
Member, Ad Hoc Committee on Released Time, Office of the Provost, QC, Fall 1995. 
Member, Academic Priorities Committee, Office of the President, 1996. 
Acting Dean, Division of the Social Sciences, 1996-1997. 
Member, Ex Officio, Budget Committee, Queens College Personnel and Budget Committee, 1998-. 
Chair, QC Department of Economics Summer Program, 1996, 1998-2006. 
Acting Chair, QC Department of Economics, Fall 2000. 
Member, Executive Committee, Ph. D. Program in Economics, Graduate School, CUNY, 2001-. 
QC Faculty Member, QC Presidential Search Committee, 2001-2002. 
Chair, Curriculum Committee, QC Department of Economics, 2002-3 
CUNY Faculty Member, CUNY Controller Search Committee, 2003. 
Deputy Program Officer, Ph. D. Program in Economics Graduate School, CUNY, Sp 2002, Sp 2004. 
CUNY Faculty Member, CUNY Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Search Committee, 2005 
Member, Budget Advisory Committee, University Faculty Senate, 1998-; Chair, 2006-. 


