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Description 
Scholars have used the lens of philanthropy to look at such diverse issues as civil society, liberal reform, 
public culture and the growth of the state. This volume looks closely at the “organization of time and 
money for the public benefit,” in one aspect of the philanthropic universe: the Protestant elite who rose 
to great wealth in the Gilded Age and the institutions they founded at the beginning of the twentieth 
century.  
 
Audience: 
The volume is intended for those interested in acquiring a greater understanding of the history and 
influence of the large foundations of the 20th century. It is particularly useful in delineating how the 
strategic use of philanthropic dollars led to the creation of elite institutions, which helped shape public 
discourse. 
 
Uses 
The volume, which includes an annotated bibliography and bibliographic essays, provides insight into 
the motivations and objectives of the large foundations, the kinds of programs they funded and what 
they hoped to accomplish. By delineating the successes and limitations of foundation activities, the 
guide provides historical context for those working with foundations today.  


