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Marc Edelman's research and writing have focused on agrarian issues, social movements,
and a variety of Latin American topics, including the historical roots of nationalism and
contemporary politics. Most of his work has dealt with changing land tenure and land use
patterns, production systems, rural class relations, and social movements in Central
America. He has a longstanding concern with understanding changing forms of capitalism
and with the politics of controlling markets, whether through welfare states, civil society
pressure or global trade rules. During the mid 1980s, after seeing his fieldwork zone in
northern Costa Rica tragically converted into a staging area for the civil war in Nicaragua,
he also carried out research in the USSR and wrote extensively on Soviet-Latin American
relations.
Currently, Edelman is initiating a project, supported by the National Science Foundation, on
the efforts of transnational agrarian movements to have the United Nations approve a
declaration, and eventually a convention, on the rights of peasants. He is also completing a
book on peasant involvement in global civil society movements and transnational
networking among small farmer organizations.
In The Logic of the Latifundio: The Large Estates of Northwestern Costa Rica since the Late

Nineteenth Century (Stanford, 1992; Spanish edition, Editorial de la Universidad de Costa
Rica, 1998) Edelman challenges the assertions of economists, historians, and other social
scientists who for decades asserted that the massive underutilized properties found in rural
Latin America were disappearing or would disappear with the rise of modern market
economies. Instead, he argues, contemporary extensive land use is rooted in the availability
of "institutional rents" (e.g., subsidized credit, pro-latifundist fiscal policies), high risk
levels due to unpredictable precipitation, and patterns of inheritance within elite families
which permit modern latifundists to ignore the price of land in their calculations of
profitability.

Peasants Against Globalization: Rural Social Movements in Costa Rica (Stanford, 1999;
Spanish edition, Editorial de la Universidad de Costa Rica, 2005) examines changing
peasant responses to free market policies and to the dismantling of Costa Rica's "statist"
economy and social welfare system. More broadly, it seeks to critique recent trends in
studies of social movements, peasantries, and development theory. The research for this
book involved an uneasy encounter with engaged ethnography and the ethical dilemmas
that anthropologists confront during fieldwork.
“Development is a matter of life and death,” Marc Edelman and Angelique Haugerud argue
in the Introduction to their edited volume, The Anthropology of Development and

Globalization: From Classical Political Economy to Contemporary Neoliberalism (London:
Blackwell, 2005). They ask whether development is a powerful vision of a better life for the
half of the world’s population who subsist on two dollars a day or whether it is a failed
Enlightenment “master narrative.” This book provides an encyclopedic overview of the
history of the field, with extensive critical commentaries from the editors and contributions
from thirty-one other authors.

Social Democracy in the Global Periphery: Origins, Challenges, Prospects (Cambridge
University Press, 2007), by Richard Sandbrook, Marc Edelman, Patrick Heller, and Judith
Teichman, is a collaborative project that examines social-democratic experiments in
developing countries and their viability in the face of globalization. It analyzes four
exemplary cases: Kerala (India), Costa Rica, Mauritius, and Chile (1964-73, and since
1990). These exemplars demonstrate that socio-economic development and democracy can
occur under divergent circumstances of capitalist transformation. They stand out as
significant exceptions in a developing world mired in poverty, inequality, illiteracy, hunger,
and authoritarian and corrupt governance. Their relative success in responding to
globalization’s challenges derives from the legacies of past social-democratic policies:
human capital investment, good infrastructure, industrial policies, and an advanced
capability for conflict management.

In the Introduction to Transnational Agrarian Movements Confronting Globalization (WileyBlackwell, 2008) editors Saturnino M. Borras, Jr., Marc Edelman and Cristóbal Kay ask how
recent changes in global political-economy have affected the capacity of the “rural poor” to
understand their condition, assess political opportunities and threats, frame their
worldviews, forge collective identities and solidarity, build movements and launch
interlinked collective actions. Borras, Edelman and Kay analyze little-known transnational
agrarian movements of the early twentieth century and contemporary high-profile global
alliances, such as Vía Campesina. Readers of this book will also encounter peasants and
farmers who struggle at home and traverse national borders to challenge the World Trade
Organization, activists in Brazil who uproot genetically modified soybeans, forest dwellers
in Indonesia who chop down rubber plantations to cultivate rice to feed their families,
“runaway villages” in China that take up arms to resist corrupt officials, and Mexican
migrants who, having exited in desperation, return from abroad to transform their
communities.
Edelman has served on the editorial boards of American Anthropologist (Book Review
Editor, 2002-5), Anuario de Estudios Centroamericanos (Consejo Editorial Internacional,
2008-), Critique of Anthropology (1998-), Cuadernos de Antropología (Comité Científico,
2009-), Culture & Agriculture (1995-98), Focaal-European Journal of Anthropology (2004), Journal of Agrarian Change (2008-), Journal of Latin American Anthropology (1994-99),

Journal of Peasant Studies (Editorial Collective, 2009-), Latin American Research Review
(2000-2003), NACLA Report on the Americas (1999-2006), and Studies in Comparative

International Development (2005-).

