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Tanya Domi: 

Hi, this is Tanya Domi. Welcome to the Thought Project recorded at the Graduate Center of the City 
University of New York, fostering groundbreaking research and scholarship in the arts, social sciences, 
and sciences. In this space, we talk with faculty and doctoral students about the big thinking and big 
ideas generating cutting edge research, informing New Yorkers and the world. 

Tanya Domi: 

Joining us today is Ming Xia, a professor of political science at the College of Staten Island and the CUNY 
Graduate Center. He is the author of The Dual Developmental State and The People's Congresses and 
Governance in China, Routledge, 2008. He is also co-editor of The Crown of Thorn, Liu Xiaobo, and the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

Tanya Domi: 

Ming Xia was included in the list of the top 100 Chinese public intellectuals in 2009 and 2010. He was 
also a co-producer of an HBO Oscar nominated documentary film, China's Unnatural Disaster, The Tears 
of Sichuan Province, which also won the 2011 Golden Eagle Award. He is author of a column on China in 
Perspective Magazine, and is also an associate editor of the Journal of Modern China. 

Tanya Domi: 

Xia is a regular contributor to the BBC World News Chinese Service. He has published dozens of articles 
and frequently comments on US-China trade and financial relations, political economy in China, 
organized crime, and globalization. During the 72 years of diplomatic relations between the United 
States and China, the temperature between the two top economies in the world has never been higher 
and more difficult, as well as challenging for each partner than in this current moment. 

Tanya Domi: 

During the Trump administration, the diplomatic relations between Beijing and Washington declined 
precipitously, as they traded blame over the coronavirus pandemic, remain locked in a trade war, 
competed over 5G networks and other technologies, and clashed over rights abuses in Xinjiang, and 
stifled protest democracy protests in Hong Kong. 

Tanya Domi: 

American foreign policy has sought to integrate China into the rule making of the international 
community, thinking this would incentivize China to become more democratic and more cooperative as 
an international player. However, this has not been the case. Rule of law is not a concept that China has 
respected or abides by. 

Tanya Domi: 
Indeed, they seek to rule by law on their own terms as a communist state advanced by controlled 
capitalism. The US is now confronted with the most difficult challenge since the Cold War in its 
relationship with China, that dramatically increased its military spending to advance an aggressive blue 
Navy and has threatened Taiwan with war, while aggressively contesting US, Japan and Australian 
Navies and the international waters of the South China Seas. 

Tanya Domi: 



This transcript was exported on Dec 17, 2021 - view latest version here. 
 

 

20211213_Thought Project Podcast with Ming Xia (... (Completed  12/14/21) 
Transcript by Rev.com 

Page 2 of 16 

 

Just recently, the US became the first country to declare a diplomatic boycott of the Beijing Olympic 
Games, which is based on China's alleged crimes against the Uyghur Muslims who have been reportedly 
transferred to concentration camps to be sexually assaulted and forced into labor. 

Tanya Domi: 

The Olympic Games opens up China to more scrutiny than they are accustomed to responding to and 
despite their best efforts to avoid, they were forced to produce Peng Shuai, the professional tennis 
player, who recently disappeared from the public view after she posted on her blog that she was 
sexually assaulted by a Chinese government official. 

Tanya Domi: 

The Thought Project speaks to professor Ming Xia about these topics and more. Welcome back to the 
Thought Project, Ming Xia. 

Ming Xia: 

Thank you so much. Nice to be here again. 

Tanya Domi: 

Great to see you at a time of incredible amount of news about China in the world. Most recently, a 
formal announcement by the Biden administration that it will diplomatically boycott the Beijing 
Olympics due to human rights abuses by the Chinese government, including the detainment and alleged 
torture of hundreds of thousands of Muslim Uyghurs. The United Kingdom also just announced they 
would do the same. I'm curious, what are your thoughts about these announcements and how do you 
think the Chinese government is thinking about this situation, to be boycotted? 

Ming Xia: 

Yeah. And the Chinese government has been extracting legitimacy from the global environment. No 
matter if you [inaudible 00:05:41], and have taken good advantage of globalization for their economic 
performance and therefore then become their strong foundation for legitimacy. And also you can find in 
2008, they used the Beijing Olympics, the Summer Olympic Games as a good opportunity and to extract 
legitimacy, to consolidate under their regime and to basically present this rising China to the world, but 
also to present their people and a respectable and a great regime, right, and a great regime in front of 
the Chinese people. 

Ming Xia: 

But now China's trying to do the same thing. They want to use the Winter Olympic Games. And win their 
so-called soft power. And so they want to introduce China again, because they talk about Beijing, the 
only city which has hosted the Summer Olympic Games and the Winter Olympic Games, right? And in 
the same city. 

Ming Xia: 

So I think they are waiting for do it again, and to bring the limelight upon China and so therefore the 
Chinese leaders and the Chinese regime and they would enjoy such kind of attention in order to 
consolidate their legitimacy. And I think what the Biden administration is trying to do here is, okay, we 
are not going to add the soft power for your regime. And we are not going to let's say, play the game 
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with you. And therefore, and you are going to fail and you have the legitimacy or popularity among all 
other respectable countries and leaders. 

Ming Xia: 

So I think when the Western countries led by the United States say that we are going to have diplomatic 
boycott, I really think it hits the Chinese government really hard, because in Chinese, we like to say, "Oh, 
that makes them feel they are losing face." That's exactly what I think is going on. 

Tanya Domi: 

Very interesting. And this actually dovetails with my next question, which is absolutely related to the 
Olympics being held in Beijing, is that just recently a major professional tennis player on the women's 
circuit is Peng Shuai, the highly ranked doubles player. And she posted on social media that she had 
been sexually assaulted by a Chinese official and suddenly she disappeared. 

Tanya Domi: 

And then the United States-based Women's Tennis Association holds a lot of tournaments in China and 
they raised their concerns about her wellbeing and demanded that she be made publicly available so 
that people would be confident that she was okay. And those demands were not responded to by the 
Chinese government, not until the chair of the Olympic Committee arranged a phone call with her and it 
included Chinese officials on the phone call. 

Tanya Domi: 

Certainly it would seem to me, and I want to hear your thoughts on this, that it would be in China's 
interest to maintain the Olympics. And so to produce her suddenly on a phone call with the chair of the 
Olympic Committee calls into question, is it really about her being okay? Or is this about the Olympic 
Committee looking like it was doing the right thing? 

Tanya Domi: 

And what do you think about her wellbeing? This is maybe China's first international me too, moment. 
What are your thoughts, Ming? 

Ming Xia: 

You can see it's so complicated as you have just narrated. And so we can have many takes from this 
story. The first, which you understand Peng Shuai and her relationship with the Chinese former vice 
prime minister Zhang Gaoli. It did not just start from one year ago, right? It started from more than 10 
years ago. And so this is a long story. 

Ming Xia: 

So what we have seen, it's very difficult to make a very clear judgment at this moment because in China, 
and if you look at and the sex and the power, money and the reputation, all they are intertwined in 
many ways. Because in China, what you're wanting to become is a champion, you want to be recruited 
into the national team and you want to be the person and to play for the championship, other people 
are going to arrange and to be the sharpener for you, right, and elevate you to the championship ranks. 

Ming Xia: 
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So, all these things and they were careful arrangements and from the government and from the 
communist party, right? So I think it is very complicated and for an average outsiders and sometimes we 
cannot understand what was going on. But several things I want to say. And the first, when Peng Shuai 
was 19 years old and she was playing in Tianjin, and as a professional tennis star, Zhang Gaoli was the 
party secretary there. 

Ming Xia: 

And if we do not know who Zhang Gaoli was, Zhang Gaoli was the Tianjin mayor, and he was the 
governor for Shandong, and also he was a party secretary for Tianjin and he wanted to build a so-called 
China's Manhattan. So he was building a major financial center and to really build a Manhattan in 
Tianjin. And so they saw that he was very powerful and that he was promoted as the top seven standing 
committee members of the politburo. 

Ming Xia: 

He had a very close relationship with Xi Jinping and because Xi Jinping's father, and we know and his 
father was also and suffering from some kind of mental disease and a kind of schizophrenia. And so 
Zhang Gaoli was the local leader to take care of Xi Jinping's father. And so you can understand why Xi 
Jinping had promote Zhang Gaoli. 

Ming Xia: 

Zhang Gaoli eventually to become the person in charge of Chinese finance and the urban industries. And 
so you can see why Zhang Gaoli was so powerful. And once he was a party secretary and he wanted to 
play and of course play tennis, of course, play women, young women, and so in Peng Shuai's words, say 
he arranged and through a play with Zhang Gaoli, right, on the tennis court, eventually you can find, and 
based upon the later in the blog. And so, Peng Shuai made the accusation. So Zhang Gaoli assaulted her 
or violated her, we can see there's something was going on. 

Ming Xia: 

But at that moment, and Peng Shuai was only 19, at that moment Zhang Gaoli was party secretory of the 
Tianjin. And so if you think about then 10 years later, what happened about one year ago when Peng 
Shuai, right, Zhang Gaoli now is a retired former leader, but Zhang Gaoli is the chairman and for the 
Winter Beijing Olympics. And so this how you can find in China, they always have a committee who 
organize all these big events and Zhang Gaoli, and still is the chairman for this organizing committee. 

Ming Xia: 

And so therefore when Peng Shuai was meeting Zhang Gaoli again, and something happened, but this is 
very difficult for us to know exactly what happened, but based upon some hearsays, it looks like Peng 
Shuai, maybe she wanted to become pregnant or she wanted to give birth to a child, and so there were 
some, let's say different, say priorities. 

Ming Xia: 

And so this is how Peng Shuai, Zhang Gaoli, they could not work out an arrangement. And so, and if you 
look at Peng Shuai publish under her blog then what happened is the blog, and the state and in the 
Chinese media and for some, you say, the time. And if you understand the big brother state in China and 
basically, and many things you cannot get out. That's the first thing. 
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Ming Xia: 

And if you get out, then they can block it in a few minutes. But why Peng Shuai's blog and words you see 
allowed to get out. And then why it started circulating, and then it was removed later, right? So you can 
see, it is something more complicated than what we can imagine. 

Ming Xia: 

But anyway, and so this became a big international event and because this scandal enhanced, attracted 
international attention, but then the Chinese government, and they had bad PR because they think, oh, 
they couldn't, say, hash this out, or they could enforce Peng Shuai to cooperate right then, and to try to 
retract under her blog, right? 

Ming Xia: 

And then we talk about, you don't push for that, please respect my privacy. So then we are going to ask 
if Peng Shuai now is not denying the authenticity of the blog and so why Peng Shuai at this moment is 
because of extreme concern or fear, therefore, he's retracting and so such kind of arranged Zoom 
meeting and with the international Olympic Game and the Committee, right? Whether this itself is a 
demonstration of the excessive fear or power exercised upon Peng Shuai by the Chinese government. 

Tanya Domi: 

I would just also like to say that despite the censorship and despite the control of the Internet, they had 
to produce her. They were pushed. The Chinese government, the pressure, the attention to her 
situation, whatever it is, they had to yield to it. And that's why they had that phone call with the Olympic 
chair. It would seem to me, despite all their efforts to maybe push this off out of the news, they had to 
deal with it, did they not? 

Ming Xia: 

Yes. 

Tanya Domi: 

They really had to, right? 

Ming Xia: 

They did yield to the international pressure, right? So I think, under- 

Tanya Domi: 

So even China can be pressured, even China. 

Ming Xia: 

Exactly. And so the Winter Olympic Games is a good opportunity for the outside world, who pressure 
China and over the human rights issues. That's for sure. And also you can find, and even the Chinese 
government is going to talk about it, we don't care, right? We don't care about these foreigners or 
foreign pressure, or if you don't come and come, that's fine. We don't care. 

Ming Xia: 
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But, and they said, the Chinese regime does not have procedural legitimacy. And also at this moment, 
the economy is not performing that well under the pandemic. We know it broke out from China- 

Tanya Domi: 

China. 

Ming Xia: 

... has put the Chinese people and also their economy under tremendous, let's say, pressure and in the 
crisis mode. So I think at this moment, the Chinese government is dealing with some major crises and Xi 
Jinping is always concerned about accumulating crises, all the crises that can be interacting eventually 
under Xi Jinping won, right? 

Ming Xia: 

So we're going to see many black swans and the green rhinos. So now, and we are talking about, there is 
dragon kings, right? And so all of them, they're going to come out in war. And so that's what Xi Jinping is 
concerned. And so, and I think, under the PR and the efforts, they were used and to try to calm down 
everything and to try to present a more, you see, a calm and also a smooth Olympic Games, and so for 
the party. 

Ming Xia: 

And they could say those to their people and everything is under the control, and we are doing great. 
We are doing fine even under the circumstances of the pandemic, right? 

Tanya Domi: 
The pandemic was a huge thing for them to contend with, but let me just ask you, we just spoke about 
the human rights abuses. They have signed up for these Olympics and I'm not sure that they really 
understand the kind of scrutiny they're going to undergo. That they think that they can escape their 
accountability. 

Tanya Domi: 

China's illegal mass transfer of Uyghurs from Tajikistan and Cambodia into Xinjiang, where they were 
detained and subjected to further crimes. According to legal experts that the ICC, the International 
Criminal Court really has jurisdiction to rule on China's actions because the national courts clearly 
haven't addressed the transfer of these people, which is a crime against humanity. 

Tanya Domi: 

Yet the ICC has declined to pursue these crimes. And so China stands accused of atrocities against more 
than a million victims; rape, forced labor, involuntary sterilization. There can be no doubt, I think at this 
point that somebody like myself who teaches human rights, that the International Criminal Court's 
dodging the jurisdiction of the Uyghur issue, and I think it really casts a moral institutional failure on the 
ICC. 

Tanya Domi: 
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At the same time, the world is going to be looking at China during these Olympic Games, similarly to 
what Putin went through in Sochi in 2014, when he banned essentially cast off LGBTI people as just 
second-class people and that should be.  Many were deported and had to leave. 

Tanya Domi: 

I think that China is going to face a lot of scrutiny. And then how do you think they're going to deal with 
that? Because it's first, right now, it's the United States and the United Kingdom that's diplomatically 
boycotting them. I am sure there'll be others that join them. This is going to be uncomfortable for them, 
isn't it? 

Ming Xia: 

Sure. And it is going to cause some problems for them, but if they look at this issue, they look at the 
track record of the past 40 years. They would usually think, and they are going to get away with it this 
time again, because if you look at, and if we compare China to Russia, right, and one important thing is 
Americans are not addicted to the Russian products as we are addicted to the Chinese products. 

Ming Xia: 

Also, the Chinese economy has reached the level of the American economy. And some people say 60%, 
but based upon purchasing power parity, the PPP, and some people say that actually, and Chinese GDP 
is even bigger than the United States. 

Tanya Domi: 

Yes. 

Ming Xia: 
And so you can find, this is a different issue to deal with in comparison to former Soviet Union or to 
today's Russia, because Russia is out of the top 10 on GDP and even smaller than you see, our very 
famous, you see in the multinational corporation under Walmart. 

Ming Xia: 

And I think then therefore the Chinese government, they are calculating and also they are mobilizing a 
lot of enablers and in these moments they can come out. And if you look at, for the past 30 years, the 
Chinese government has invested enormously in the international organizations, including international 
Olympics, including international let's say, Interpol, including the United Nations, right? 

Ming Xia: 

So this is the first thing. Second, they have invested heavily in the American politics. So if you look at 
how many American leaders from both parties and they have glorified the achievements of the party 
and the system and their individual leaders. You just read Henry Paulson, since he deals with China, 
right? And you can see how many times, 300 times he went to China and so then how is he and praise 
the Chinese leaders, they were- 

Tanya Domi: 

Really, Paulson's been there a number of times, huh? 
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Ming Xia: 

More than 300 times, since 1990. You can see, and the rate he is dealing with China and he concluded 
how the Chinese leaders, not only they're smart, they're honest, they're hardworking. And they are, let's 
say, the working for the welfare of the Chinese people. And so, if you understand how, and many people 
and the scholars, politicians, former scholars, and they can make you see a million dollars for each 
speakers fee, right in the country. 

Ming Xia: 

And so that's how we cannot underestimate and every time when China needs someone to help, and we 
have a lot of people from New York to Washington DC, and even to Hollywood, right? And so this is what 
I think the Chinese government is confident that it is not so easy for Americans really, even to catch 
them with a smoking gun. 

Ming Xia: 
I think at this moment, one big concern for us is the Chinese government has built this institutional 
arbitrage and with economy, American political system. So the question is, to what extent, and for 
Americans? 

Ming Xia: 

First, we can make ourselves strong enough so we can say no to China. And second, we can be aware 
how many Americans right, are counting on Chinese, right, under the Chinese regime and to make huge 
amounts of money. And there you see in the bottom line, the profit increase by counting on the hand 
out and from the Chinese government. 

Ming Xia: 

Because the Chinese government has monopoly over the economy. I'm a little bit less optimistic this 
one, because the Chinese leaders, they look at 989 were killed. So what, right? And so in 1999, we 
clamped down on the Falun Gong. So what? And from 1999 to the year 2008, so they clamped down on 
the farmers. And a lot of you'd see in the people and especially the underground, you'd see it in 
churchgoers. 

Ming Xia: 

And so then after they successfully held the 2008 Beijing Olympics, then they did many other things, 
including you see Hong Kong. And so Hong Kong was completely silenced by then. And so then what 
happened? Nothing happened. The sitting president, and then, and was talking about, that was 
something I would do, right? 

Ming Xia: 
And that's something the Chinese government was handling successfully. And so this is how I think the 
Chinese leaders and they have been spoiled and also they are laughing and they are thinking about 
whether the Americans and you can stick to your words, whether you have the ability, right and to 
really, and safeguard some fundamental values. 

Tanya Domi: 
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So this really kind of dovetails with the discussion about Jinping Xi. I mean, just last month, I actually was 
moderating a conversation at Columbia university on Russia and China in the Balkans, for example, and 
it was that morning that they announced from Beijing that in fact, Xi as a matter of fact, was really now 
the president for life. 

Tanya Domi: 

And when you look at that probably the most powerful leader in China's post world war II era was Mao, 
how do you look at Xi compared to Mao? And I would love to hear your ideas about where Xi is and 
where he's taking China, because some critics say he's actually been rewriting China's past as a way for 
him to dominate in the future. And he's now apparently got no end date on his tenure as president or 
premier of China. 

Ming Xia: 

So we can see Xi Jinping have been rewriting China's recent path, that is political legacy left by Deng 
Xiaoping because Deng Xiaoping started reform and opening up and Deng Xiaoping proposed and also 
supported the term limit and for the leaders, right? You cannot serve for more than two terms for the 
government populations and even for the party populations. 

Ming Xia: 

And there was a custom, right? And the president was established, you could not serve for more than 
two terms, but Xi Jinping I anticipated in even in the year 2015 in my book under Empire of the Red Sun, 
I said, Xi Jinping was really worst engineering and constitutional court. 

Ming Xia: 
And so, and he would then become a leader for life. And because here he has become a leader for life 
after he abolished the term limit in 2018. If you look at the image and from the Chinese TV and you see 
military soldiers and fully armed and they, you see, took the good steps, walking into the great hole of 
the people. And then you can find the deputies or so called people deputies and they voted and some 
close to 3000 with only one or two, you see absentee votes, but then, and all they supported his tenure 
for life, right, for him to become an emperor of all organizations for life. 

Tanya Domi: 

So in essence, you predicted this, is that what you're saying Ming? You actually predicted that he would 
do this? 

Ming Xia: 

Exactly. So the sad thing is, and Cassandra, right, and she could predict things, but her tragedy was not 
the tragedy really happened. And her tragedy is that she was not believed when she was making the 
prediction. And so, and you can see, and when I made the prediction and actually early around, you say 
2012, right, and I saw the Chinese government, they were moving away from their own track and 
moving towards and I call it, oligarchy retaliation. 

Ming Xia: 

And eventually I can see the increasing color of fascism with heavy violence. And when I try to remind 
people, you can see my colleagues and my other China specialists and they felt I was [inaudible 
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00:28:49] and I was insulting them because I was using a bad label, right, to describe the country, which 
all they have, you see committed their life for it. And because of their love affair with China, with that 
culture, with that people. So this is what I think under Xi Jinping, he did many things which surprised, 
and not only a lot of Chinese and also a lot of foreign observers. And so Xi from that perspective and Xi 
surpassed Xiaoping because, and Xi has committed more top politicians than Deng Xiaoping never 
occupied. 

Tanya Domi: 

So you're talking about the extremism and the fascism that seems to be coming forward. You can see 
what they did in Hong Kong, the suppression, the active arrest. And this is of course, a reversal of Hong 
Kong under the British where they've became really quite a flourishing country. And then they were 
turned over, which is really regrettable. 

Tanya Domi: 

And this, of course, all of the protests that took place, this was during Trump's administration. And of 
course the United States said nothing. Trump fawned over Xi, he was like, "Oh, he is my friend". Of 
course, it got snagged on, on the pandemic. But he had been fawning over Xi as opposed to past US 
presidents. So where does this go? 

Tanya Domi: 

I mean, so you have this mass transfer of Uyghurs, incredible crimes that are being committed. You have 
them oppressing Hong Kong. It's not even a mere shadow of its former self. And now, threats to Taiwan, 
threats to Taiwan and the contestation, the ongoing contestation in the south China seas is that 
emblematic of where Xi is going? 

Ming Xia: 

If we look at the future scenario, we can contemplate upon whether the cold war true has already 
started. And then we can even have the reason to think about all these conflicts, especially if you look at 
the clouds over Ukraine and Russian border, and also the clouds over south China sea, over Taiwan 
street. And even over Senkaku Island, here in Japan and even were Indian and China border. 

Ming Xia: 

And so we can think about whether there will be a possible third war three, right? And world war three, 
right, is going to come out. 

Tanya Domi: 

wow. World war three. 

Ming Xia: 

Yeah. So this is what I think we should be aware. We should realistically think about all these challenges, 
but here, one thing I should say is on the one hand we can find in American thinking, the American 
discussion about China, there are the two extremes, and sometimes we are chicken little, right? 

Ming Xia: 
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And so we are afraid of everything, looks like the sky is going to falling. I think the Americans are in this 
mode at this moment, but sometimes we think we are invincible and like the former vice president 
Pence said, "We, the United States, we reinvented China, right, for the past 20 years." And of course he 
was repeating some ideas and from Donald Strong. 

Ming Xia: 

And you did not reinvent the China, right? China is such a big one point and the three billion people. And 
so this country and their energy, their creativity, right, is not something and for Americans and to just 
look down upon, so this is how I think, and for Americans at this moment, and we should be very unclear 
and Xi Jinping is doing many dangerous things, but he does not have blueprint there. Don't just go to 
direction and some American and strategies talk about, oh, that's 100 year marathon. 

Ming Xia: 

That's longer game than Chinese are playing against America. No, they don't have such kind of strategic 
long systematic thinking generation after generation. Xi Jinping today is very reactive. Maybe we can 
see, most we can see is, and his proactive because, and his economy has been heating, is a major crisis 
for the past nine years after he took over. 

Ming Xia: 

Also, because the United States, and as we said, under the institutional arbitraging with China has 
gradually under immense diminishing return. And so you can find the United States and American 
multinational corporations, right? Also are reorganizing the production chains and working with other 
more reliable, politically trustworthy partners, such as Indonesia or India or Bangladesh, but not China 
anymore. So for Xi Jinping, when the Chinese economy is doing very bad and the Western countries, 
now they have finally realized China can be really dangerous challenge. 

Tanya Domi: 

So do you think that's why there's threats to Taiwan because of the domestic situation? It's a way to 
point elsewhere, take attention off of maybe a poor economy at home, so you saber rattle on Taiwan, is 
that what's going on here? 

Ming Xia: 

Yeah, I think it's partially related because as I said, the geo strategic landscape is more like a doughnut. 
And so the Shanghai organization in the center- 

Tanya Domi: 

Shanghai accords. 

Ming Xia: 

But the bail is maritime bail, it's from US, right, to Northeast Asia, Japan, and Korea and Taiwan and 
Southeast Asia, right, and India in Pacific strategy, and then go through American lines in middle east, 
and also Israel right into Europe. And so this is American, some kind of unspoken contentment, right? 
And try to manage China. So for the Chinese, they were pushed to look inward, this is why they've given 
up their so-called BRI, and belt and road initiative. So they want to go through the continental is in the 
rail way. 
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Tanya Domi: 

China has really increased its military spending on an open water Navy, right? Massive amount of money 
that's been invested. Are you saying that the US is approaching them with containment? I mean, this is a 
good moment to just really get into the state of us China relations. I mean, it's been conjectured by a 
number of critics or people who watch this relationship like you do, that this is perhaps one of the worst 
periods of US, China relations. Do you agree with that? 

Ming Xia: 

Yeah, it is. Right. And also, it is why some politicians are denying this is contentment because if we 
compare to the US contentment against Soviet union at that moment because US and the Soviet union 
and including the two blocks on the Britain [crosstalk 00:36:06]- 

Tanya Domi: 

Sure. And they were equal on nuclear weapons, right? 

Ming Xia: 
Exactly. That was Warsaw Pact, they were not as economically culturally interdependent. But today it is 
different. So I think even the United States is gradually formulating a containment policy, but you can 
find the Biden administration is still talking about four different states, right? One is competition, right? 
And another is confrontation. 

Ming Xia: 

And then another is, we should say, the many conflict so we do not execute into an outer war, right? 
And then you can find and if we have to confront each other, we will confront. So you have this 
corporation, competition, confrontation in order to avoid conflict. At this moment, if they are going to 
say, we are going to have the open containment policy, that means they don't look at corporation 
anymore, it's completely [inaudible 00:36:59]. 

Tanya Domi: 

Now it's competition. 

Ming Xia: 

Exactly. So I believe, Biden administration at this moment and he's trying to build a global coalition, this 
is what is it today and what's going on, the global [crosstalk 00:37:12]. 

Tanya Domi: 

Yes. He's been trying to get the Europeans involved. 

Ming Xia: 

Exactly. For the United States at this moment in dealing with the worst violent relationship between 
China and the US and Putin is playing the balanced power game. And he is going to be a spoiler. And he 
is happy to see China, United States, Japan, and Korea, or all other countries, they are going to be 
entangled with each other. And for [inaudible 00:37:42] is in mutual destruction, right? So this is Putin, 
is doing that. He's playing the game and two little other countries to do that, but of course Americans 
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cannot take that debate. But on the other hand, the Americans have to do two things. One is at home, 
we have to have some kind of coherence, some kind of strategic thinking. 

Tanya Domi: 

So right now you wouldn't see it as a coherent policy yet, is that correct? 

Ming Xia: 

Yeah, because in the United States you can find the most conspicuous failure for the past four years or 
even we can look it longer is in the United States and sometimes you can find especially right wind 
politicians, under the protest of anti communism or anti-anything, socialism or collectivism, and here in 
the United States, we have no stability to coordinate collective action. It means we have difficulty to 
offer public goods, right? Like the vaccine or tracing and all this basic things. 

Tanya Domi: 

I think also an example of how the United States hasn't been able to put together a strategy on China is 
evidenced in the Biden administrations, unbelievable hand handed deal with Australia to cut a deal with 
the United States and the United Kingdom on submarines. And then they insulted the French 
government. The French ambassador gets recalled to Paris, which has never happened in the history of 
the United States. That is our oldest ally. 

Tanya Domi: 

They supported the revolutionary war and then Biden had to go to Europe and he had to apologize to 
Macron. It was just really, I thought just a really evidence of just how badly they mangled that became a 
sideshow to the overall problem, which is there's contestation going on in the south China season. This 
is an issue I think we talked about before, but hasn't China become much more aggressive in this south 
China seas. 

Ming Xia: 

So this is what I think the United issue and repair this second point, right? And so that is how United 
States is going to manage the international relations with America allies very well, because at this 
moment, America is a failure in foreign policy and afterwards were true, we can see all happened just in 
front of this door, the China door. And so if you look from Korean peninsula and Vietnam and true to 
this is Afghanistan, right? 

Ming Xia: 

I think at this moment now over in south China sea and south is Asian countries, of course they are 
concerned. And so how the United States can give them the confidence that we are committed and we 
are going to have long term consideration. And also we are not going to just use them. Eventually we are 
going to hurt, you see, have friendly fire against our friends because the United States, at this moment 
you can find in Asia, right, in the United in videos make a few blunders and to make America allies as 
friends look bad in the area. 

Tanya Domi: 
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I scratch my head. I just don't understand. I would just say that, of course, in Europe, the UK, which is no 
longer a member of the EU and the French have the biggest armies in Europe, in Navys. And so Biden 
administration needs to get it together here. 

Tanya Domi: 

I find it to be very troubling about how they're not really getting, and they're not getting it together, that 
there's no coherent policy yet or strategy. This will be interesting to watch, but I would like to talk about 
how China is in Russia together. They use international organizations to advance their agendas. 

Tanya Domi: 

And one of them that the United States has been slow to pick up on is of course, the Internet, using the 
Internet, engaging in disinformation by China and by Russia. And just yesterday, a colleague of mine at 
the American enterprise Institute, Ivana Stradner wrote in Newsweek that both Russia and China 
perceive the open Internet as a threat to domestic stability. 

Tanya Domi: 

And so they work together to control it, and they use the UN as one of those forums to control it. And 
they have been cooperating on international security. They issued a joint statement in 2016 about 
regulating information space, including respecting national sovereignty, like protecting the state, right? 

Tanya Domi: 

So China did sign that cooperation treaty aimed at combating illegal content online, but which in reality 
was designed to curtail Internet freedoms. What are your thoughts on this Ming? This is a huge area 
now of I would call hybrid warfare that certainly Russia is actively engaged and I'm sure China is. What 
are your thoughts? 

Ming Xia: 

Clearly in both Russia and China, they feel the same kind of threat out of the virtual reality, the 
cyberspace and for the Russians, they are concerned about the so-called color revolution. For the 
Chinese, they are always concerned about the so-called, the peaceful retaliation and so the Americans 
right, wanted to work on Chinese future generation, eventually Chinese going to change the counter. 

Ming Xia: 

And so in the two counties, Russia and China, they know, and if they want to survive, they have to 
defend themselves in cyberspace. And so now they are implying very old concept that is to establish 
sovereignty, this whole sovereignty, this concept in the cyberspace. And so of course, what they are 
trying to do is to hijack under the new frontier and with information and freedom. But one thing is I 
want to point out China and Russia, they are not working on the same [military] alliance. 

Ming Xia: 

And because Putin is very cunning here and Putin is a crafty politician and he's playing Xi Jinping and you 
can see, and if Putin is really committed to China, to Xi Jinping and he would sign say, a treaty of alliance 
with Xi Jinping, the United States has all military alliances all over the world. 

Ming Xia: 
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But Xi Jinping and Putin, they have never moved so close to become a military alliance. So you can see 
here, Putin is prodding Xi Jinping right, through gets a walnut from fire, right, and for the Russians, but Xi 
Jinping I think, is trying to strengthen his international standing and consolidate his internal legitimacy 
by using his close relationship with Putin. But you can find the two countries, they have their own 
internal crisis and especially two countries, they are not going to be united, even on the international 
front. 

Ming Xia: 

So that's how I think, and we should not think Russia and China, they're going to be monolithic and a 
coalition; no, they're not because Russia is, they're closer to India. China and India are going to have 
conflict and Russia is in moving closer to Japan, they have a lot of games are playing there. And Russia of 
course creates a lot of samples in Korean peninsula to try to and get China and Japan, the US involved 
into a dangerous [inaudible 00:45:44] or entanglement. 

Ming Xia: 

So, I think in this moment and we really need a great patience and also foresight to look at the grand 
strategy, and also the entire world. But I can say, and if we look at the big thing, this something I'm 
afraid we need some powerful thinkers, right, which is sit down and look at whole world is in the 
development but also in details, I think we need some regional specialists to help the government. 

Ming Xia: 

I think Biden administration needs some more people, right, who gave him the detailed information. 
And if you just think about, from my perspective as a China specialist, we in China as the scholars, right, 
we look at the current Biden administration, China, we can see, and we do not see many, you say 
phases, which we can relate. Then after China started sending students to study in United States, more 
than three million people, they have stayed in this country. 

Ming Xia: 

So I'm going to ask to what extent Biden administration has tapped in this huge river of talents, right, to 
understand China, I can say, no, they have not done that. So this, how, and to what extent, of course, I 
wish the Biden administration great success, as I wrote before in Biden's victory, I predict Biden's 
victory. I predict Trump's downfall in my article, the Quadruple Fears: In the Perfect Global Storm. 

Ming Xia: 

And so I am very happy to say, if Biden could say succeed in his I call it, new deal. But unfortunately in 
this moment, when I look at some details and the strategies, some strategic thinking or long term 
commitments, and I think there are some weaknesses. 

Tanya Domi: 

Well, thank you. This has been a great conversation. And I think that over the course of the Olympics, 
we should perhaps check in with each other because it's going to be interesting to watch how they react 
to scrutiny from the world. I think it's coming, it's already started. Do you agree? 

Ming Xia: 

Yes., right. Be patient and also secure our [inaudible 00:47:57]. 
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Tanya Domi: 

Absolutely. Well, thank you again, Ming Xia for being with us today. 

Ming Xia: 

Thank you. 

Tanya Domi: 

Thanks for tuning into the Thought Project and thanks to our guest professor,  Ming Xia of the College of 
Staten Island and the CUNY Graduate Center. The Thought Project is brought to you with production 
engineering and technical assistance by Kevin Wolf of CUNY TV. I'm Tanya Domi, tune in next week. 
 


