
          

 

Elvira Basevich 
Philosophy Ph.D. Candidate 
The Graduate Center, CUNY 
 
 
365 5thth Ave 
New York, NY 10016 
(917) 863-2141 
ebasevich@gradcenter.cuny.edu 
elvirabasevich.com 

October 31, 2016 
Dear Search Committee Members, 
 

I am writing to apply for the position of Assistant Professor of Philosophy at Yale 
University. I am currently a Philosophy Ph.D. Candidate at The Graduate Center, City University of 
New York (CUNY) and will defend my dissertation in June 2017. Linda Alcoff supervises my 
dissertation, titled W.E.B. Du Bois on Freedom, Race, and American Modernity. It defends W.E.B. Du 
Bois’s philosophy of modern freedom in relation to late modern German philosophy and 
contemporary political philosophy. My committee includes Charles Mills, Frank Kirkland, and 
Lawrie Balfour. My AOS are Africana Philosophy, Continental (and Analytic) Social and Political 
Philosophy, Feminist Philosophy, and Modern European Philosophy. My AOC are Ethics, 
Philosophy of Religion, and Philosophy of Literature.  
 

I am currently revising my dissertation into a book, and plan to submit a précis for a book 
contract to Oxford University Press in Fall 2017. I have completed a draft of the book proposal, as 
well as two chapters, and have presented widely at professional conferences on the research. My 
future research will continue to explore the relation between race and democratic ideals in the 
struggle for freedom in the U.S., prioritizing two interpretive lines. First, I will focus on the feminist 
dimension of Du Bois’s political thought. His account of black women’s labor in the church during 
the Jim Crow era highlights that habits of citizenship flourished there. Women’s care-work in 
grassroots community initiatives impelled a political praxis that preserved the dignity of black 
citizenship and encouraged a civic education for the assumption of political power. Second, I will 
explore how Du Bois’s political critique advances a model of non-alienated labor that challenges 
racist and sexist hierarchies in the labor market. I currently have a manuscript under review on the 
topic of Kantian/Rawlsian political liberalism, alienated labor, and social identity in The Southern 
Journal of Philosophy. The manuscript is enclosed as my writing sample. 
 

Although I am a dedicated researcher, I am also an accomplished teacher. I have taught a 
wide variety of courses at the undergraduate and graduate level, and have supervised BA and MA 
theses. I consistently receive excellent teaching evaluations. My courses are popular, with particularly 
high enrollment. I teach with the conviction that philosophy can help my students make sense of 
their daily experiences, aiming to empower them to judge morally complex situations that often arise 
in their lives, especially those concerning their responsibilities to others and to bringing about a just 
world. As a colleague, I am an active citizen in the department. Although I was a part-time instructor 
at Queens College, I mentored students for admission into graduate school and professional careers. 
I am committed to increasing diversity in higher education. As part of my service to the profession, I 
have participated in professional organizations that challenge our discipline’s exclusive character, 
including the Brooklyn Public Philosophers Series and The Society for Women in Philosophy 
(SWIP). Outside the traditional academic context, I am involved in Rethink, a volunteer-
run outreach program that facilitates philosophical discussion with marginalized populations in 
NYC, including court-involved youth in the South Bronx and women and girls in 



domestic violence shelters. I would delight to continue these efforts as a faculty member at Yale 
University and in the greater New Haven area.  

 

Thank you for considering my application. If you need further information, please do not 
hesitate to contact me; I am best reached via email (ebasevich@gradcenter.cuny.edu) or via my cell 
(917) 863-2141. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
 
 

                                        Warm regards, 
 
       
 

                          
                       Elvira Basevich 


