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FINAL PAPER PROMPT 
PHI 7000: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS | FALL 2022 

 

DUE DATES 

Proposal: Wednesday, November 16, 11:59pm 

 Returned with feedback by Monday, November 21, 5:00pm 

First draft: Wednesday, November 30, 8:55am 

 Returned with feedback by Wednesday, December 6, 5:00pm 

Completed copy: December 14, 2022, 11:59pm 

 Returned with final grades by Friday, December 23, 11:59pm 

 

All assignments must be submitted through Blackboard in .DOC, .DOCX, or .PDF format. Files of these formats can be created with 

any word processor, including Pages and Google Docs. Other file formats are unreadable by Blackboard and therefore do not count as 

assignment submissions. 

 
 

Project Proposal: Due Wednesday 11/16/2022, 8:55am 
 
Prompt: Ask a substantial question and briefly tell me how you will respond to it, including at least two class sources you will use to 

make your argument. 

A substantial question is one that does not have a simple descriptive answer. It does not have one right answer; it is a question 

that reasonable people might answer differently. But it is not a question about your opinion. “What is the theory of 

utilitarianism?” is not a substantial question, because _________________________________________. “What is the most 

interesting philosophical theory?” is not a substantial question, because _____________________________________________. 

 
Audience: Me (but note that this is different for the next step of the paper). 

 

Requirements: 
o Submitted through Blackboard no later than 11/16/2022, 8:55am. 

o The question is substantial, and the answer gives me a clear idea of what the paper will be about. 

o Includes a reference list with at least two sources that we’ve read for class. The reference list must be in APA format. 

 

Suggestions: 
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o You can submit your proposal as early as the first day of class (but I don’t suggest this!). It can be resubmitted as many times as 

necessary to get my approval. But 11/16/2022 at 8:55am is the hard deadline, and it is possible for a proposal submitted then to be 

rejected. Therefore, I suggest that you use your journals and reflections to start brainstorming proposals early in the semester and 

submit a proposal as soon as you’re feeling good about it. 

o You may choose to lose the proposal points, but if you skip the proposal then I cannot guarantee that the paper you write will meet 

even the minimum requirements for a passing grade. Therefore, I suggest that you do not skip the proposal stage. 

 

Points and grading: 
o The proposal is worth 5 points out of the 70-point final paper grade, making up 5% of the course grade. It is graded as accept or 

reject. 
o Late work is only accepted if we have discussed and agreed to you taking a grade of INC. 

 

 

Final Paper 
 
Prompt: In a well-developed essay, argue for your preferred response to the question you posed in your proposal – convince the reader 

that yours is the best response to the question. 

 

Audience: Someone who is in college with you but has never taken any philosophy courses. 

 

First draft requirements and grading: 
o Submitted through Blackboard no later than Wednesday, 11/30/2022, 8:55 am. 

o Like the proposal, you can submit a draft at any point before this, too. 

o Worth 5 points out of the 70-point final paper grade, making up 5% of the course grade. It is graded as pass or fail: you either 

submit something or you do not. 

o All drafts will also receive a pretend “provisional grade.” This means that I use the attached prompt to give you feedback and the 
grade that you would receive if it were a final copy. If you are happy with your first draft grade, you do not need to submit a final 

copy. 

o Late work is only accepted if we have discussed and agreed to you taking a grade of INC. Drafts submitted after the due date will: 

o Receive 0/5 points. 

o Not receive my feedback. 

o There are no other requirements for the first draft. Submit any writing by the due date—even just a few notes—and you will receive 

points and feedback. 



KELLER WRAC PORTFOLIO B 18 

 

Final copy requirements and grading: 
o Submitted through Blackboard no later than Wednesday, 12/14/2022, 11:59pm. 

o 5–8 pages long in double-spaced 12-point Times New Roman with 1” margins.  

o Includes in-text citations and a reference page, both in APA format. The reference page does not count towards or against the page 

requirement. 

o Worth 60 points out of the 70-point final paper grade, making up 60% of the course grade. You cannot pass this class without 

submitting the final paper. More importantly, submitting a final paper does not guarantee a passing grade in this class. 

o Any plagiarism whatsoever will result in a grade of 0/60. If you’re confused about plagiarism, submit a draft – it’s something I will 

check. 

o Late work will lose points unless we have discussed and agreed to you taking a grade of INC. Final copies submitted after the due 

date will lose 2 points per 12 hours late. 

 

A complete final copy will have: 
o An introductory paragraph with:  

(1) all and only the relevant background – what a non-philosopher needs to know in order to understand your question and why 

it is important 

(2) a clear statement of the question and the thesis (response to the question) 

(3) a structure statement that describes exactly how the essay will go, so that there are no surprises 

o Body paragraphs that thoroughly explain:  

(1) what you mean by your response, in enough detail for your audience 

(2) your reasoning behind your response to the question, including and explaining examples and quotes or citations where 

relevant 

o At least one body paragraph that raises a charitable objection to your answer and replies to that objection 

o A conclusion that summarizes what you’ve just written and raises ideas for future research or the broader impact of your answer 

o Overall, a clear understanding of the audience – enough information that a college friend without a philosophy background will 

understand what you are saying 

 

See the attached rubric for grading details! This tells you exactly how you will be graded, so use it to write the best paper you 
can! J 
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Final Paper Rubric1 
 A B C D F 
Introduction, 
thesis, & 
conclusion 

10 8 7 6 5, 0 

 Provides only 
relevant 
background; poses 
substantial question; 
clear thesis 
statement answers 
question; includes 
clear structure 
statement; 
conclusion 
summarizes and 
raises further ideas 

Provides relevant and 
irrelevant background; 
poses substantial 
question; clear thesis 
statement answers 
question; includes 
structure statement; 
conclusion summarizes 

Provides mostly 
irrelevant background; 
question and/or thesis 
unfocused but 
substantial; missing 
structure statement; 
conclusion 
incompletely 
summarizes 

Provides irrelevant 
background; 
question and/or 
thesis unfocused and 
not substantial; 
missing structure 
statement; missing 
conclusion 

Provides irrelevant or no 
background; does not pose 
a substantial question; 
thesis missing or does not 
answer question; missing 
structure statement; 
missing conclusion 

Ideas & 
arguments 

20 17 15 13 11, 0 

 Stays on topic; 
thoroughly defends 
thesis, including at 
least one charitable 
objection and reply; 
demonstrates clear 
and logical 
reasoning 

Stays on topic; defense 
not entirely thorough but 
includes at least one 
charitable objection and 
reply; demonstrates 
mostly clear and logical 
reasoning 

Stays mostly on topic; 
defense unclear or not 
thorough; objection 
not charitable or reply 
missing; demonstrates 
some clear and logical 
reasoning 

Goes off topic; 
defense unclear; 
missing or 
uncharitable 
objection and reply 
missing; 
demonstrates mostly 
unclear or 
contradictory 
reasoning 

Mostly off topic; defense 
unclear; missing objection 
and reply; demonstrates 
entirely unclear or illogical 
reasoning 

Use of 
evidence 

20 17 15 13 11, 0 

 Demonstrates clear 
understanding of 
course materials; 

Demonstrates clear 
understanding of course 
materials; includes and 

Demonstrates some 
understanding of 
course materials; 

Demonstrates little 
understanding of 
course materials; 

Demonstrates 
misunderstanding of 
course materials; examples 

 
1 Adapted from Marc McLeod in Engaging Ideas (Bean, 1996) and Cheryl Smith. 
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includes and 
explains relevant 
examples; quotes 
explained 
thoroughly; 
demonstrates 
insightful & original 
thinking 

explains relevant 
examples; quotes mostly 
explained 

examples and quotes 
insufficiently 
explained; over-
reliance on quotes or 
on a single source 

examples and quotes 
not explained; over-
reliance on quotes 

and quotes missing or 
irrelevant 

Organization 
& Clarity 

5 4 3 2 - 0 

 Clear and well-
organized; 
paragraphs begin 
with topic sentences 
that are fully 
defended; paper 
flows logically; 
written 
appropriately for 
audience 

Mostly clear and well-
organized; some missing 
topic sentences or some 
confusing transitions; 
mostly written 
appropriately for 
audience 

Somewhat organized; 
often missing topic 
sentences or 
transitions often 
confusing; not written 
appropriately for 
audience 

Disorganized; lacks topic sentences; audience is 
confused 

Editing & 
format 

5 4 3 2 - 0 

 Only minor 
grammar or spelling 
errors; meets page 
requirement; 
includes paragraph 
breaks; all citations 
and reference page 
in APA format 

Some confusing 
grammar or spelling; 
meets page requirement; 
includes paragraph 
breaks; all citations and 
reference page in APA 
format 

Much confusing 
spelling or grammar; 
close to meeting page 
requirement; missing 
paragraph breaks; 
some incorrect 
citations 

Mostly confusing spelling or grammar; fails to 
meet page requirement; most or all citations 
incorrect or not APA formatted; missing reference 
page 

 

Please note what is not included in this rubric: PLAGIARISM. Plagiarism will result in a grade of 0/60. SUBMIT A DRAFT! 


