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Syllabus 
PHI 7000: INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHICAL PROBLEMS 

FALL 2022 | MONDAYS & WEDNESDAYS 10:00–11:15AM 
Instructor: Rebecca Keller 
Email: rkeller@gradcenter.cuny.edu 
Course website: Blackboard 
Student hours: Wednesdays 11:15am–12:15pm, and by appointment 
Textbook: None – all readings on Blackboard 
 

WHERE TO GET THE THINGS THAT YOU NEED TO SUCCEED IN YOUR CLASSES: 
Don’t have a laptop? Please don’t try to take this course on your phone. KBCC has a laptop and tablet loan program. Find it here: 
https://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/studentaffairs/LaptopTabletLoanProgram.html 
Going hungry, needing warm clothes, legal assistance, SNAP application, etc.? KBCC’s Access Resource Center can help in these 
ways and more. Find it here: https://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/arc/Homepage.html 
Sick, or need a referral somewhere? KBCC’s Health Center offers a number of medical services free of charge. Find it here: 
https://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/healthservices/index.html 
In crisis, or just feeling down? KBCC’s Counseling Center is free, private, and accessible in-person or online. Find it here: 
https://www.kbcc.cuny.edu/sws/counseling-center.html 
 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION & LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
This course provides a broad overview of the three major areas of philosophical thought: epistemology (the study of knowledge), 
metaphysics (the study of reality), and ethics (the study of right and wrong). As a writing-intensive course, it also serves as an 
introduction to the skills of philosophical reading and writing. By the end of this course, you should: 

(1) Be broadly familiar with the three major branches of philosophy, and the major figures and views therein. 
(2) Be comfortable interacting with a philosophical text, both in exploring what it might be saying and in critically responding to it. 
(3) Be confident that you can use writing as a tool for understanding philosophy, having begun to develop your own style of writing-

based textual interaction. 
(4) Be open to having your beliefs challenged, be confident in rising to that challenge, and be okay with being wrong. 

 
COURSE POLICIES 

o College life can be hard, both physically and emotionally. If you feel that you are struggling in this class in any way, reach out to 
me. I want everyone to succeed in this class. 
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o I do not permit any form or degree of discrimination against protected groups (i.e., on the basis of race, gender, disability, religion, 
citizenship, etc.) in my class. If you feel uncomfortable or unsafe in class, reach out to me. I am not a mandated reporter. 

o Certain things—the Internet going out, unexpectedly having to miss class, and so on—may not be your fault, but they are your 
responsibility. Plan ahead: start work early, get peers’ numbers or emails, and read the syllabus regularly. 

o If you plan to chat with friends or mess around on the Internet during class, just don’t come. I don’t take attendance except as 
absolutely necessary for enrolment verification. 

o I respond to emails and return assignments during my working hours: 9am–5pm Monday–Friday. I do not have an email app on my 
phone, so I cannot get work emails outside of working hours – and I highly recommend you do the same at your job! 

 
ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING 

 
ASSIGNMENT TYPE NUMBER REQUIRED POINTS 

Journal entries 12 of 16 12 
Unit summaries 3 of 3 9 
Unit reflections 3 of 3 9 

Final project proposal 1 of 1 (unlimited resubmit) 5 
Final project first draft 1 of 1 5 
Final project final copy 1 of 1 60 

Total points possible  100 
 Extra credit – journal entries Complete more than 12 ½ each, up to 2 total 

 
Please see the handouts for each assignment type for more detail. 
 
 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 
Writing-intensive course. This course meets the college’s writing intensive graduation requirement. This class is built around the 
premise that writing is less about what the product is or looks like, but what the process of writing does for the writer. That is, the process 
helps writers discover ideas in and about texts (generative writing) and make sense of their own thinking as it becomes increasingly 
more complex and as they move deeper into their course reading (explorative writing). Therefore, much of your learning about the texts 
for this course will happen during your own writing process, through a myriad of informal and formal writing assignments. 

CUNY Writing Fellows: Because you are enrolled in a writing-intensive course, you have access to the CUNY Writing Fellows 
in the Center for Academic Writing Success. These Writing Fellows are a small group of Ph.D. students from the CUNY 
Graduate Center, here, in part, to support Kingsborough students enrolled in writing-intensive courses by serving as expert 
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readers who also happen to know a good deal about the kind of writing that will be most valued in college-level courses. Their 
philosophy is that ALL writers need another set of eyes to read their papers—from the most novice writers to professionals. 
Why? Because reading our own writing as though we are someone else is an extraordinarily difficult feat (one that is never quite 
achievable), and tutoring allows students to learn how a reader is interpreting their thinking as it is displayed through their 
writing. Don’t worry if the Writing Fellows are studying something different from you; they can help with any paper in any 
discipline. So bring drafts of your course papers or assignments, and you can work together to make sure that what you say best 
represents your thinking. 

 
Accessibility. In order for you to access disability related services you must identify as a person with a disability and register with AAS. 
There are two parts to the registration process. You should fill out an Application for Academic Accommodations and 
submit appropriate documentation.  If preferred you may receive assistance with filling out a paper application in our office. It is strongly 
suggested that you register with AAS as soon as you receive acceptance to the college and prior to taking the CUNY Placement Tests. 
The CUNY Placement exams are crucial to your success at CUNY, as such it is important that you arrange for accommodations for 
these exams. In the post-secondary setting, it is the student’s responsibility to self-identify as having a disability and to request 
accommodations. For many, this will be one of the biggest differences between high school and college. To learn more about some of 
these differences and for answers to questions you might have, please visit our Frequently Asked Questions sections. 
 
 
Academic Integrity Policy. Kingsborough Community College strives to promote academic integrity among students to help prepare 
them for their future endeavors. The International Center for Academic Integrity defines academic integrity by 5 core values. These 
values are as follows:  

1. Honesty: The quest for truth and knowledge by requiring intellectual and personal honesty in learning, teaching, research, and service  
2. Trust: Academic institutions must foster a climate of mutual trust in order to stimulate the free exchange of ideas.  
3. Fairness: All interactions among students, faculty and administrators should be grounded in clear standards, practices and procedures.  
4. Respect: Learning is acknowledged as a participatory process, and a wide range of opinions and ideas is respected.  
5. Responsibility: A thriving community demands personal accountability on the part of all members and depends upon action in the face of 

wrongdoing.  
To reach academic success, one needs to uphold the 5 core values of honesty, trust, fairness, respect and responsibility.  Failure to do so 
may result in charges of academic dishonesty.  Academic dishonesty is prohibited by CUNY and Kingsborough Community College 
and is punishable by penalties, including failing grades, suspension, and expulsion.  Examples of academic dishonesty include, but are 
not limited to, cheating, plagiarism, internet plagiarism, obtaining unfair advantages, and falsification of records.  […] Once a faculty 
member suspects that a student has committed a violation of the CUNY Academic Policy, he or she shall review with the student the 
facts and circumstances of the suspected violation whenever feasible.  If a faculty member concludes that here has been an incident of 
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academic dishonesty sufficient to affect the student's final course grade shall report the incident on the Faculty Report Form for 
Suspected Incidents of Academic Dishonesty.  
 
 
Nonattendance because of religious beliefs. NY State Education Law provides that: 

(1) Any student in an institution of higher education who is unable, because of their religious beliefs, to attend classes on a particular 
day or days shall, because of such absence on the particular day or days, be excused from any examination or any study or work 
requirements. 

(2) It shall be the responsibility of the faculty to make available to each student who is absent from school, because of religious 
beliefs, an equivalent opportunity to make up any examination, study or work requirements which they may have missed because 
of such absence on any particular day or days. 

Any student who is aggrieved by the alleged failure of any faculty or administrative officials to comply in good faith shall be entitled to 
maintain an action or proceeding in the supreme court of the county in which such institution of higher education is located for the 
enforcement of their rights. 
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Schedule 
UNIT 1: KNOWLEDGE & POWER 

 
MONDAY WEDNESDAY SUNDAY 

SEPT 12 SEPT 14 SEPT 18 
First day of class 
 
No reading, no assignments due 

Read excerpt from Harry Frankfurt, “On 
Bullshit” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

SEPT 19 SEPT 21 SEPT 25 
Read excerpt from Plato, Gorgias 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Read Edmund Gettier, “Is justified true 
belief knowledge?” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

SEPT 26 SEPT 28 OCT 2 
No class Read Rima Basu, “The Specter of 

Normative Conflict” sections 1 & 2 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

OCT 3 OCT 5 OCT 9 
Read Rima Basu, “The Specter of 
Normative Conflict” sections 3 & 4 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

No class Unit Summary & Unit Reflection due 
11:59pm 
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UNIT 2: MIND & SELF 
 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY SUNDAY 

OCT 10 OCT 12 OCT 16 
No class Read Louise Antony, “The Mental and the 

Physical,” pp. 1–2 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

OCT 17 OCT 19 OCT 23 
Read Louise Antony, “The Mental and the 
Physical,” pp. 3–4 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Read Ted Sider, “Free Will and 
Determinism,” pp. 114–124 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

OCT 24 OCT 26 OCT 30 
Read Ted Sider, “Free Will and 
Determinism,” pp. 124–135 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Read Daniel Dennett, “Where Am I?” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

OCT 31 NOV 2 NOV 6 
Read Vasubandhu, “Refutation of the 
Theory of the Self” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

No reading, no assignments due 
 
In-class discussion of final paper 
 
In-class visit from WAC Fellow 

Unit Summary & Unit Reflection due 
11:59pm 
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UNIT 3: ETHICS & EMOTIONS 
 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY SUNDAY 

NOV 7 NOV 9 NOV 13 
Read excerpt from Aristotle’s 
Nicomachean Ethics 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Read John Stuart Mill, “What 
Utilitarianism Is” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

 

NOV 14 NOV 16 NOV 20 
Read excerpt from Immanuel Kant’s 
Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Preview of end-of-semester content 
 
Final essay proposals due 11:59pm 
 
Proposals will be returned by Monday, 
Nov 21, 5:00pm 

 

NOV 21 NOV 23 NOV 27 
Read excerpt from Jonathan Haidt, “The 
Moral Emotions” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Read Myisha Cherry, “What Anger Tells 
Us about Ourselves” 
 
Journal due 8:55am 

Unit Summary & Unit Reflection due 
11:59pm 

NOV 28 NOV 30 DEC 4 
No reading, no assignments due 
 
Review day 
 
In-class discussion of final paper 

First draft of final paper due 8:55am 
 
Drafts will be returned by Wednesday, 
Dec 7, 5:00pm 
 
Optional in-class peer review and quiet 
work time 
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FINALS WEEK 
 

MONDAY WEDNESDAY 

DEC 5 DEC 7 

Optional in-class peer review and quiet work time Optional in-class peer review and quiet work time 

DEC 12 DEC 14 
No class Final copy of final paper due 11:59pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


